Ohio Department of Mental Health

Forimmediate release: Wednesday, April 259, 2007
CODMH legislative liaisons named

(Columbus) Donald C. Anderson, Acting Directar of the Ohio Department of Mental Health, today announced the
appointment of Ay Cooper and YWalarie Johnson as Legislative Liaisons for the Department. They will be responsible
for manadging state and federal legislative issues, anakhzing proposed legislation affecting the Department, and
formulating and communicating Department pasition responses to members of the legislature and legislative
committees.

" am pleased that Ay and Yalarie are able to step into this important rale for the Depatment,” said Acting Director
Anderson. "Their comhbined experience in following legislative issues will he an asset to the Ohio Department of Mental
Health as we work with Ohio's legislature and the LS. Congress to continue effectively serving individuals and
families affected by mental illness."

Mz, Cooper comes to the Department from the Ohio House of Representatives where she served as Policy and
Fesearch Aide to the House Demaocratic Caucus. Previously, she was a Legislative Aide to Representative Kenmy Yuko
and a Legislative Service Commission intern. She is a graduate of Kent State Liniversity where she earned a Bachelor
of Science in Public Relations with a minor in Political Science.

M=, Johnson also comes to the Department from the Ohio House of Representatives. She has served as Seniar
Legislative Aide to Representative Chris Redfern gince 19949, She also previously taught in the Colurmbus Puhblic
achool systemn. Johnson is a graduate of Wilherforce University where she earned a degree in Political Science.

The migsion of the Ohio Department of Mental Health is to establish mental health as a cornerstone of health in Ohio,
and to ensure that quality mental health care is available to all Ohioans at all stages of life. The Department operates
five behavioral healthcare organizations providing adult inpatient services at nine sites, serving about 7,000 patients
annually and also provides serices in community settings through community support programes. The Departiment
funds, reviews and moaonitors community mental health programs coordinated by count-level boards serving all 88
counties. Additionally, QDMH reviews and cedifies services provided by private agencies and licenses private
peychiatric hospital inpatient units and community residential programes. For more information on the Ohio Depatment
of Mental Health, please visit wwwe mh.state.ob.us.
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For more information...

icontact the ODMH Office of Communications at 61 4-466-22497.




