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In the summer of 2005, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) filed Ohio 
Administrative Code rule 5101:3-27-05 “Reimbursement and Rate Setting for Community Mental 
Health Services”.  This rule establishes the rate ceilings and units for each community mental 
health service.  The rule states that the unit for partial hospitalization is a program day and there 
are no fractions of a unit allowed.  This rule was passed and made effective on September 1, 
2005, however, ODJFS made the decision to operationally implement these changes effective 
February 1, 2006.  ODMH installed an edit in MACSIS to deny claims containing a partial unit of 
partial hospitalization for dates of services February 1, 2006 and beyond. 
 
In an effort to alleviate some of the negative effects this rule change had on some partial 
hospitalization providers, the Ohio Department of Mental Health (ODMH), the Ohio Association 
of Child Caring Agencies (OACCA) and the Ohio Council of Behavioral Healthcare Providers 
(Ohio Council) worked together to revise the partial hospitalization certification standard (OAC 
5122-29-06) to allow providers more flexibility in defining their program day.  The revised rule 
changed the definition of a program day from 3 to14 hours to 2 to7 hours and specified that the 
minimum program length of service needs to be in accordance with the appropriate behavioral 
health standards of the agency’s national accrediting body(ies). The accrediting bodies also have 
service time requirements, which vary by accrediting body.   
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The Ohio Revised Code (ORC) currently includes another constraint that needs to be addressed. 
Section 5111.02.3 of the ORC which codifies the mental health services included in the Medicaid 
state plan defines partial hospitalization as follows, “Partial-hospitalization mental health services 
of three to fourteen hours per service day, rendered by persons directly supervised by a mental 
health professional”. This means when billing partial hospitalization as a Medicaid covered 
service, the service must be three to fourteen hours in duration. ODMH is working with ODJFS to 
revise the ORC to remove the length of program day specificity.  ODMH will notify providers 
and Boards when this change is effective.     
 
Each provider must take into consideration the various requirements of certification, Medicaid 
and its respective accrediting body accreditation when determining the length of the program day 
and its structure. 
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